EVELYN'S  FRIENDS
In the Diary (March 18, 1655) Evelyn notes one
of his visits to Taylor "to confer with him about some
spiritual matters using him thenceforward as my
ghostly father." This indeed was their relationship.
Evelyn was seven years younger than his friend and
reverenced him as a spiritual adviser with whom in
doctrine, in morals and indeed in politics he was in
complete accord. Several visits are noted and he
entertains the great Divine at Sayes Court. * The
passage in Evelyn's letter inviting him is self-
revealing, and once more shows the conflict in the
mind of the host of Sayes Court between a life of
retirement and a life of public activity.
ec . . . it were fitting you did see how I live when
I am by myself, who cannot but pronounce me
guilty of many vanities, deprehending me (as you
did) at a time when I was to gratify so many curious
persons, to whom I had been greatly obliged, and for
whom I have much value, I suppose you think me
very happy in these outward things; really, I take so
little satisfaction in them, that the censure of singu-
larity would no way affright me from embracing an
hermitage, if I found that they did in the least distract
my thoughts from better things; or that I did not take
more pleasure and incomparable felicity in that inter-
course which it pleases God to permit me, in vouch-
safing so unworthy a person to prostrate himself
before Him, and contemplate His goodness. These
are indeed gay things, and men esteem me happy. .. .
My condition is too well; and I do as often wonder at
it, as suspect and fear it; and yet I think I am not
to do any rash or indiscreet action, to make the
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